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Tuscany is possibly the greatest repository of art in the world, from extraordinary paintings and 

sculpture to frescoes and architectural masterpieces. The local obsession with food and wine trumps 

every other regional characteristic, and then some. Tuscan wine is rightfully renowned throughout 

the world for its taste, depth and quality. The grapes that are grown in Tuscany have come to be 

some of the most prized of their varieties, which have allowed Tuscan wineries to produce world-

class wine. The region also boasts a rich viticulture history. In the 1970s a new class of wines known 

in the trade as "Super Tuscans" emerged. These wines were made outside DOC/DOCG regulations 

but were considered high quality and commanded high prices. This is now one of the most popular 

wines in the world. 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS  

 

 Sightseeing in Siena, Montalcino, Montepulciano, Chianti Classico and San Gimignano  

 Explore Michelangelo's impact on the Florentine Renaissance  

 Enjoy wine tastings of Chianti Classico and Val D'Orcia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.intothevineyard.com/
mailto:info@IntoTheVineyard.com


 
 
 
 
 

 
Into The Vineyard – www.IntoTheVineyard.com   

Email: info@IntoTheVineyard.com 

Tel: 1 604 629 1173 | Fax: 1 604 899 9401 

Suite 502 - 1250 Homer St. Vancouver, Canada, V6B 1C6 

 

 

Day 1 – Arrival Florence 

Upon arrival in Florence airport meet your guide after customs then you will be transferred to your 

hotel in the Tuscan Country side.  

Enjoy the rest of the day at leisure. Dinner at leisure and overnight at your hotel. 

 

 

 

Your hotel for the next 3 nights is the  

Palazzo San Lorenzo 

In Colle Val d'Elsa, a beautiful Tuscan town better known as the "City of Crystal", Palazzo San 

Lorenzo, was created from the restoration of an ancient hospital.  

Palazzo San Lorenzo stands out for the ample range of accommodation that it offers. In fact, the 

Palazzo offers rooms, suites and spacious apartments, a Spa area and a wellness centre with sauna, 

solarium, Turkish bath, sensory showers, heated pool and whirlpool, massage area and wellness 

treatments. In its restaurant, the best traditional Tuscan cuisine is prepared and enhanced, in 

synergy with the Caffè San Lorenzo, a wine bar where you can enjoy the best national and 

international wines.  
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Day 2 – Tuscany 

This morning meet your guide at your hotel and depart towards the Siena.  

We start with Nannini, a famous old coffee bar where we’ll sample panforte, a cake dense with nuts, 

candied fruits, and spices. After refueling on this medieval snack, we’ll be primed and ready to visit 

the Palazzo Pubblico, a splendid town hall lined with Italian Gothic frescoes. We’ll pay homage to 

the most famous: Simone Martini’s Maesta and Ambrogio Lorenzetti’s Good & Bad Government. 

Then we’ll circle by the striped Duomo, home to artworks by Michelangelo and Pinturicchio, for an 

optional visit. Wine lovers can use this time to visit the Enoteca Nazionale, Italy’s national wine 

bar/showcase, housed in a Medici fortress.  

Continue to San Gimignano a UNESCO World Heritage site famous for its medieval towers and its 

Vernaccia di San Gimignano wine. We can visit the floor-to-ceiling Italian Gothic frescoes in San 

Gimignano’s cathedral, then free time allows the energetic to climb the tallest tower for a 

splendid view, while shoppers can peruse San Gimignano’s ceramics, handmade linens, and wine 

shops. 

Lunch time in a local restaurant in San Gimignano. 

After lunch visit Chianti Classico one of the Italian wine that can be proud of its long history: the 

first written documents date back to the end of the 14th century, but the territory called “Chianti” 

has produced wine since the 10th century. During this day the famous symbol of the Black Rooster 

will guide us along the discovery of the original Chianti Classico wine. 

 

Visit and tasting in the Chianti classico such as Caparsa Estate (according to availability) produces 

an organic Chianti Classico wine called Doccio a Matteo, the wine was, and is, an essential food for 

life. This cellar of Caparsa is more than 400 years old and is used to taste the famous wines of 

Caparsa.  

Return to your hotel at the end of the day. Dinner at leisure and overnight at your hotel. 
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Day 3 – Tuscany 

This morning meet you guide after breakfast and depart to Montalcino.  

Montalcino is one of the most famous Tuscan hilltop towns and is located 40 km South of Siena.  

The rigorous outline of the 14th century fortress overlooks the Orcia valley and as we may learn 

from many documents, the territory is well-known for its excellent wine from time immemorial: of 

course we are talking about the extraordinary Brunello di Montalcino!  

Sangiovese, the Tuscan grape varietal par excellence and the grape of which Brunello di Montalcino 

is made, turns into a symphony of scents and flavors if produced in this extraordinary territory. 

 

Continue to the cheese capital of Pienza and see how aging cheese in walnut leaves, olive paste, 

hay, even grape must affects its flavor. Pienza is also famous for its architecture, being an “ideal” city 

commissioned by the Renaissance Pope Pius II. We’ll tour the Piccolomini Palace, stroll through its 

beautiful light-filled church, and learn a bit about Renaissance architectural theory and Leonardo’s 

Vitruvian Man.  

 

Visit and tasting in the Val D'Orcia Area. 

Then we move to another Renaissance city, Montepulciano. A summer retreat for Florentine 

aristocrats, Montepulciano has palazzi and piazze embellished by Florence’s leading 15th C. 

architects. Wine took center stage in the 1700s, when its popularity among nobles and literati 

earned it the moniker Vino Nobile di Montepulciano. Our tasting of the day will be at Icario, a rising 

star in Montepulciano, which recently built a gorgeous state-of-the-art winery. 

 

Return to your hotel at the end of the day. Dinner at leisure and overnight at your hotel. 
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Day 4 – Tuscany to Florence 

Today your guide will pick you up at the hotel and then you will be driven to Florence. Check in at 

the Grand Hotel Baglioni upon arrival. Rest of the day at leisure to explore the city. 

Dinner at leisure and overnight at your hotel. 

 

Firenze is the capital city of the region of Tuscany. Historically, it has also been a world cultural 

center in terms of art, architecture, intellectualism, and the Renaissance. It is truly a beautifully 

colorful, romantic and culturally attractive city. This romantic location has been the inspiration and 

setting for some of literature's most famous novels and many memorable films. The city is renowned 

for its vast museums, which contain some of Michelangelo's most famous works. Its surrounding 

Tuscan countryside, which was the inspiration for much of Florentine art, provides for gorgeous 

excursions to wineries and farms.   

 

 

 

Your hotel for the next 2 nights is the  

Grand Hotel Baglioni 

The hotel is a symbol of Florentine hospitality, has always been a protagonist of historical and 

society events, and has welcomed visitors from all over the world since 1903.  It is located in the 

heart of Florence, a short walk from the Palazzo dei Congressi congress centre, the exhibition centre 

and the most important tourist attractions.  

The 193 recently renovated and decorated rooms are comfortable and elegant.  The restaurant, and 

in summer the magnificent roof garden,  have splendid views over the city of Florence views which 

constantly change throughout the day. 
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Day 5 – Michelangelo in Florence  

It is difficult to overstate Michelangelo Buonarroti's impact on the Florentine Renaissance, or on art 

history in general. His techniques changed forever the way that artists, especially sculptors, would 

approach their craft. His interpretation of Christian and classical iconography left an indelible mark 

on future eras. In our three-and-a-half hour walk, we will follow the career of Michelangelo during 

his Florentine sojourn, discussing his early years and career under the patronage of the Medici 

family. 

The Michelangelo Seminar is designed to give clients and their docent a chance to explore the work 

and artistic legacy of Michelangelo in depth. We begin at the Casa Buonarroti, a house purchased by 

the artist for his family, now converted into a small museum of drawings and early sculptures. Here, 

in this relatively unknown museum, we will spend some time laying out the important themes that 

resonate through his work. Next, we move to the Bargello Museum, a former Medieval-era prison, 

which contains one of the most important sculpture collections in the world. Here, we will pick 

through the vast holdings to view several of Michelangelo's works, including the Bacchus. We will 

also spend some time with the works of other, related artists, in order to try to develop the context 

that surrounded Michelangelo's work. 

Lastly, we will move on to the Galleria dell'Accademia, which houses Michelangelo's masterpiece 

and consummate symbol of the Florentine Renaissance, the David. Here we will explore this 

important statue and related works and wrap up our seminar by discussing Michelangelo's later 

career in Rome, culminating in the painting of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican. 
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This seminar is usually led by an art historian or a specialist in the Applied Arts, and is structured like 

an upper-level college seminar, with an emphasis on give-and-take between the docent and 

participants and an openness to let the conversation wander to any variety of topic. 

 

 

Day 6 – Departure 

Enjoy your last proper Italian Cappucino and say Arrivederci which translates as ”to see you again” 

because Italy knows you will be back after this amazing adventure.  We will arrange a car to take you 

to the airport for your flight home. 

 

 

Buon viaggio! 
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Terms and Conditions 

 

INCLUSIONS:  

 Private transfer from Florence airport to Tuscany 

 3 nights at Palazzo San Lorenzo in Tuscany. Double room including breakfast. 

 Full day guided visits at Siena, San Gimignano and Chianti. Including a visit and tasting in 

a local winery. 

 Full day guided visits at Montalcino, Pienza and Montepulciano. Including a visit and 

tasting in a local winery. 

  Private transfer from Tuscany to Florence hotel 

 2 nights at Grand Hotel Baglioni in Florence. Double room including breakfast. 

 Private Michelangelo walk -3.5 hrs. Including the entrance fees. 

 Private transfer to Florence Airport 

 English speaking driver guide during your visits and transfers. 

 

 

EXCLUSIONS:  

 International and domestic airfare 

 Any entrance ticket not mentioned in the itinerary 

 Extra tasting fees 

 All meals and beverages if not mentioned in the itinerary 

 Gratuity (at your discretion) 

 Travel Insurance 

 Items of a Personal Nature 

 

 

PRICING 

 

Price will vary based on travel dates click HERE to speak with an advisor. 
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A non-refundable deposit of 50% is required at time of booking 

Full payment due 90 days prior to travel and is non-refundable. 

In case of cancellation of a booking, the customer must inform Into the Vineyard by a recorded 

delivery letter with acknowledgement of receipt, as early as possible: the date of the 

acknowledgement of receipt will be considered as the cancellation date in order to calculate the 

cancellation fee. 

 

For trips including land services (“a la carte” tours, itineraries for individuals) and travel packages, the 

cancellation fee will be as follows: 

 

Into the Vineyard reserves the right to adjust the trip price based on market currency fluctuations, 

any variation in the currency exchange between currency of payment and currency of country(s) of 

travel posted by the Federal Reserve of America that is in excess of 3% at time of final payment can 

be added to the cost of the trip at time of final payment. To guarantee the aforementioned quoted 

price you retain the option to pay the full amount at your discretion. 

 

As far as possible, Into the Vineyard will satisfy amendment requests made at the latest one month 

prior to the first day of the tour. If these requests concern an extension of the stay, an increased 

number of persons, or the purchase of additional services, these amendments will be charged in 

addition to the original price. For any amendment, a fee per person will be charged. 

 

Some international and in-country or regional airfares have advance purchase and ticketing 

requirements which will be communicated at time of reservation. Additional payment to cover the 

costs of the airline tickets will be requested in order to issue the tickets. Airline tickets carry penalties 

as per rules of the fare. Penalties are also imposed for any changes to the air reservations made after 

ticketing.  

 

We reserve the right to request additional deposits if required by hotels and suppliers. This will be 

communicated at time of confirmation of booking.  

 

Any complaint for non-fulfillment or poor fulfillment of the travel contract should be made on the 

spot and referred either to the offending provider of service or to Into the Vineyard. The complaint 

must describe the grievance and be made within 24 hours.  

http://www.intothevineyard.com/
mailto:info@IntoTheVineyard.com


 
 
 
 
 

 
Into The Vineyard – www.IntoTheVineyard.com   

Email: info@IntoTheVineyard.com 

Tel: 1 604 629 1173 | Fax: 1 604 899 9401 

Suite 502 - 1250 Homer St. Vancouver, Canada, V6B 1C6 

 

 

If you have not obtained satisfaction, please send your complaint through registered mail, and join 

all written evidence within 15 days after the end of your trip. The length of our investigation will 

determine the delay in our response to your complaint. 

 

Into the Vineyard shall not be held liable for any inconvenience due to Loss/theft of plane tickets at 

the customs or check-in, non-presentation, or presentation of documents (ID card, passport, visa, 

vaccination certificate, etc.) which have expired or have an insufficient period of validity or do not 

conform to the indications on the back. In case of a failed check-in, there will be no refund of the 

package fare. 

 

Unexpected incidents due to a third party: wars, political upheavals, strikes external to Into The 

Vineyard, technical hitches external to Into The Vineyard, congestions on the roads or in the air 

space, hijacking, bankrupt of a service provider, bad weather, delays, engine failures, thefts of 

luggage or other goods. No refund of any kind will be made because of delays and itinerary 

changes due to the incidents mentioned above – e.g. change in the length of the tour initially 

planned or of a connection. Possible additional expenses (taxes, hotel, parking) will be payable by 

the customer. 

 

Cancellations imposed by circumstances of the greatest importance and/or linked to the customer’s 

safety, and/or on the command of an enforcing authority. Into The Vineyard reserves the right to 

modify planned dates/times/itineraries if the customer’s safety cannot be ensured. The customer 

cannot claim any refund. 

 

Services that will not be used (transfers and excursions) will not be refunded. Services that are 

voluntarily modified on the spot are subject to our service providers’ conditions: additional services 

that entail an extra cost will have to be paid directly by the customer and will not entail Into the 

Vineyard liability. 

 

UNFORSEEN CIRCUMSTANCES 

Trip costs do not include items not specified in the itinerary.  Although Into the Vineyard will make 

every effort to adhere to this itinerary, on rare occasions it may be necessary to make an adjustment 

to these arrangements. Should such adjustment be necessary, a substitute will be offered when and 
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where possible. If war or terrorist activities threatened or actual, civil unrest, closures of airports or 

seaports, industrial action threatened or any other event outside the control of Into the Vineyard 

which causes either delays or extends the holiday or compels a change in the holiday arrangements. 

 

Into the Vineyard reserves the right to substitute hotels or services of equal or greater quality. Into 

the Vineyard cannot accept liability for any resulting loss, damage or expense and any refund will be 

subject to deduction of reasonable expenses.  

 

ENTRY DOCUMENTS 

A valid Passport is required for your trip. A Visa may be required for your trip we recommend 

checking with the Consul General of the Country you intend to visit. Into the Vineyard is not 

responsible for assuring that people travelling on Into the Vineyard trips have the necessary entry 

documents. 
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